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Oakman School PTA

Edith Kison

Legislative Chairperson
Dearborn, MI 48126

March 11, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W. Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34
Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the local PTA
to voice our opposition to the current v-chip rating system.

The current rating system symbol on the TV screen does not
provide sufficent information about CONTENT of the program to

help us to decide as parents what is appropriate TV viewing for

our children.

As we see it, is is undesirable to have the TV industry alone
interpret what is best for our children. We would much rather
make those decisions ourselfs based on a program guide that

in short would describe the programs CONTENT.

We would like a rating system approved by the FCC that is
evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets the
needs of the parents.

Thank you so much for the opportunity to comment on an issue
that is so important to children and families.

Very sincerely,

Kith Kison

Legislative Chairperson
Oakman PTA

Dearborn, Michigan

cc: Joan Dykstra, President National PTA

No. of Copies rec’'d
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Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.-W. Room 222

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE:CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Denton Avenue PTA to voice my
opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 19, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not
provide sufficient content information sot hat parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information
about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and Worid
Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret
what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content
information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen
and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to demonstrate whether the industry’s rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system
does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the
following:

That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content
information about programs such as V (for violence), S (for special depiction and
nudity) and L (for language);

That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to
receive more than one rating system;

That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include
parents; and

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sinccrcly,
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.SAMPLE LETTER TO THE FCC

Your letter must be received by April 8, 1997

March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, ECC 97-34 H@W‘A (ot My

I am (we are) writing on behalt of the National PTA and thc‘; | Sﬁf UJQ_)’]‘Q (local, council, dis-

trict, or state PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v- chxp rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17,1997. The rating symbol on

the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what 1s appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U. 8. News and World Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil-
dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry

TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, 1s required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. 1 (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

¢ That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about progranis such asV
(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enonah rhae - "1 Liow parents to receive more than

one rating S}'Stt‘lﬂ;

« That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

+ That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

« That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if

it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,
L
Your Namé&w \/UNW /han ‘j/i‘;}ﬂ"‘ M

Town, State
(///(’ M/? ‘Q(—I%L )(0 O\}‘)\No ofc?g:esrec’d O
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March 14, 1997

OCKET 1
Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners e Cop Y Ol
¢/o Federal Communications Commission '
Office of the Secretary

1919 M Street NW, Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

e-mail address: vchip@fcc.gov
RE: CS Docket Number 97-55, FCC 97-34

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

[ am writing o voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content
information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major
surveys released this fall, conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies
Center/Roper, demonstrate overwhelming parental preference for a rating system that provides information to parents
about the content of programs. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children.
Parents want to make those choices themselves based on program content information. Any rating system without
content descriptions, both on-screen and publicized in TV schedules, is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system meets the statutory requirements of
the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe that this system does so, and therefore request that the FCC
decline to approve the industry rating system as proposed by the TV Rating Implementation Group. Instead, |
request the following:

¢ The FCC should adopt a rating system that includes content information about programs such as V (for

wolenoe), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L, (for language), Ang V) 5, & rating would @lso /m{lcgé_

Level of infens CA"S ‘oecational [ \fy, wewt Tort espread ¥, (fore, €
'5) nud.eorsqua-t em“) )5

Sﬂ»&\a—‘ Woo e s e q.m.a.\ colewcy
e The lgCC V-chnp band broad enougﬁ t(s) allovaarents to receive more than one rating system,

¢ The rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and appear more
frequently during the course of a program;

¢ The rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

¢ Any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets the needs
of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.
No. of Copias rec'd %
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March 14, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/o Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

1919 M Street NW, Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

e-mail address: vchip@fcc.gov

RE: CS Docket Number 97-55, FCC 97-34
Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

DOCKET i £ cppy ORIGINAL

I am writing 0 voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content
information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major
surveys released this fall, conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies
Center/Roper, demonstrate overwhelming parental preference for a rating system that provides information to parents
about the content of programs. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children.
Parents want to make those choices themselves based on program content information. Any rating system without
content descriptions, both on-screen and publicized in TV schedules, is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system meets the statutory requirements of
the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe that this system does so, and therefore request that the FCC
decline to approve the industry rating system as proposed by the TV Rating Implementation Group. Instead, I
request the following:

¢ The FCC should adopt a rating system that includes content information about programs such as V (for
violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

¢ The FCC require a V-chip band broad enough to allow parents to receive more than one rating system;

¢ The rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and appear more
frequently during the course of a program;

¢ The rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

» Any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets the needs

of parents.
Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and familiedﬁ{oi sz% [iEeS' rec'd o
is
Sincerely,
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March 14, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c¢/o Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

1919 M Street NW, Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

e-mail address: vchip@fcc.gov

RE: CS Docket Number 97-55, FCC 97-34 -
Déar Chamnan Hundt and Commissioners:

I am writing io voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content
information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major
surveys released this fall, conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies
Center/Roper, demonstrate overwhelming parental preference for a rating system that provides information to parents
about the content of programs. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children.
Parents want to make those choices themselves based on program content information. Any rating system without
content descriptions, both on-screen and publicized in TV schedules, is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system meets the statutory requirements of
the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe that this system does so, and therefore request that the FCC
decline to approve the industry rating system as proposed by the TV Rating Implementation Group. Instead, I
request the following:

¢ The FCC should adopt a rating system that includes content information about programs such as V (for
violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

e The FCC require a V-chip band broad enough to allow parents to receive more than one rating system,

¢  The rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and appear more
frequently during the course of a program;

¢ The rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

* Any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets the needs
of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Whoor ps Mak Q. wfafLe o @

Sincerely,

No. of Copies rec'd
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March 14, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners DOCKE
¢/o Federal Communications Commission OCKET FLE copy ORIGINAL
Office of the Secretary

1919 M Street NW, Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

e-mail address: vchip@fcc.gov

RE: CS Docket Number 97-55, FCC 97-34
Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

1 am writing o voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content
information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major
surveys released this fall, conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies
Center/Roper, demonstrate overwhelming parental preference for a rating system that provides information to parents
about the content of programs. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children.
Parents want to make those choices themselves based on program content information. Any rating system without
content descriptions, both on-screen and publicized in TV schedules, is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system meets the statutory requirements of
the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe that this system does so, and therefore request that the FCC
decline to approve the industry rating system as proposed by the TV Rating Implementation Group. Instead, I
request the following:

* The FCC should adopt a rating system that includes content information about programs such as V (for
violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

¢ The FCC require a V-chip band broad enough to allow parents to receive more than one rating system;

¢ The rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and appear more
frequently during the course of a program;

¢ The rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

¢  Any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets the needs

of parents.
Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.
ko No. of Copies rec’ O
. . opies rec’d
Sincerely, List ABCDE
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Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/o Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

1919 M Street NW, Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

e-mail address: vchip@fcc.gov

RE: CS Docket Number 97-55, FCC 97-34
Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

I am writing o voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content
information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major
surveys released this fall, conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies
Center/Roper, demonstrate overwhelming parental preference for a rating system that provides information to parents
about the content of programs. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children.
Parents want to make those choices themselves based on program content information. Any rating system without
content descriptions, both on-screen and publicized in TV schedules, is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system meets the statutory requirements of
the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe that this system does so, and therefore request that the FCC
decline to approve the industry rating system as proposed by the TV Rating Implementation Group. Instead, I
request the following:

® The FCC should adopt a rating system that includes content information about programs such as V (for
violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

¢ The FCC require a V-chip band broad enough to allow parents to receive more than one rating system;

¢ The rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and appear more
frequently during the course of a program;

o  The rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

¢ Any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets the needs
of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families. O
No. of Copies rec'd
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March 14, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

1919 M Street NW, Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

e-mail address: vchip@fcc.gov

RE: CS Docket Number 97-55, FCC 97-34
Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

I am writing io voice my opposition to the v~chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content
information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major
surveys released this fall, conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies
Center/Roper, demonstrate overwhelming parental preference for a rating system that provides information to parents
about the content of programs. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children.
Parents want to make those choices themselves based on program content information. Any rating system without
content descriptions, both on-screen and publicized in TV schedules, is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system meets the statutory requirements of
the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe that this system does so, and therefore request that the FCC
decline to approve the industry rating system as proposed by the TV Rating Implementation Group. Instead, I
request the following:

¢ The FCC should adopt a rating system that includes content information about programs such as V (for
violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language),

e The FCC require a V-chip band broad enough to allow parents to receive more than one rating system;

o The rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and appear more
frequently during the course of a program;

o  The rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

* Any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets the needs
of parents.
Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

No. of Copies rec’d____Q_____
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March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners DOCKET F!LE COPY OR!G[NAL

¢/ o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NLW, Room 222
Washingron, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am (we are) writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Hin. Chowgman._PTSA (local, council, dis-
trict, or state PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17,1997. The rating symbol on

the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about whut is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U. S, News and World Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil-
dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.

Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals chat carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such asV
(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad encugh that would allow parents to receive more than
One ratng system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

» That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

San M -

Your Name

State g
Town, State Mmmw, Mo . No. of Co iesrec'd_____@____,
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Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

We are writing on behalf of the National PTA and the El Puente North PTSA to voice our
opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not
provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents
information about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News
and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to
interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves
based on content information about the program. Any rating system without content
descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this
system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we
request the following:

¢ That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content
information about programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and
nudity) and L (for language);

° That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive

more than one rating system; o O
No. of Copies recd———
List ABCDE

_y.—«—/’—_’__’



Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners March 12, 1997
Page 2

o That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on
the screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

o That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include
parents; and

4 That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sintﬁrely, -

thryn Terry, President
El Puente North PTSA

Santa Maria, California
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Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M 3treet N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS DOCKET NO. 97-55, FCC 97~34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and Rockville Centre PTA to voice my
opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of
the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on
the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents
can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children.
Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent
preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content
of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and
Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret
what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves
based on content information about the program. Any rating system without
content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV
scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system
has met statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not
believe this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry
rating system. Instead, we reguest the following:

® That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s
rating system. Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that
does not include content information about programs such as V (for
violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L {(for language);

® That the FCC require a V-Chip band broad enough that would allow
parents to receive more than one rating system;

®¢ That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently
placed on the screen, and appear more frequently during the course of
a program;

¢ That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and
that it include parents, and

® That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent
research to determine if it meets the needs of the parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children
and families.

Sincerely,

O

Rl No. of Copies rec'd
D List ABCDE

BARBARA JABER, PTA PRESIDENT
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March 13, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners _
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222 | S

Washington, DC 20554

RE: CS Docket No. 97-85, FCC 97-34

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners,

Bs a specialist for the Montana PTA Region 3 and a member of the
National PTA and our local Boulder Avenue Elementary PTA, I am
writing to urge your opposition to the v-chip rating system as it is
currently being proposed by Jack Valentli and the TV Rating

 Implementation Group. Surveys conducted by the National PTA and

other groups have concurred with my belief that parents need to have
more information about television program content so that they can make
effective decisions about their children’s television viewing. This
information needs to be readily available before programs are aired.

Without such information, my husband and I have had to make a more
blanket decision to allow our children to only watch children’s
programmmg on the public broadcasting channel, select educational
shows on such channels as Discovery and videos that we rent or
purchase for them. Content information should include sexual depiction,
nudity, language and violence.

Furthermore, I believe that the rating system should be created,
evaluated and monitored by a board independent of the television
industry and with membership that includes parents. :

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

WJ(A %Z//’/C/#——'

. Sherri Cornett

Billings, Montana

No. of Copies rec'd
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Chairman Reed Hhand b and FCC Commii ssioners
¢/0 Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Weshington, DC 20554
Dear Chairman Hundt and Commiss  oners:
RI": CS Docket No. 97-55, FOC 97--34

camwriting on behalf of the Navional PTA and the West Virginia PTA to voice my
oorposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the
TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the
TV screen does not provide suftficient content information so that parents can
me'.e decisions about what is aj»ropriate TV programming for their children.
Miijor surveys released this fall shichdemonstrate overwhelming parent preference
forarating system that gives [ »rents information about the content of programs
we e conducted by the National PrA, U.S. News and World iieport, and Media Studies
Conter/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to irterpret what is best for
their ehildren, Parents want Lo make those choices thenselves based on content
Soformalion about the program. Any raling systlem withsul content descriptions

e serveen and publicized inperiodicals that carry ¥V schedul ing is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to “etermine whether the industry's rating system
has met statulory requirements «-f the Telecommunicaticns Act of 1996. 1 do not
bevieve this system does so and -k that the FCC not approve the industry rating

system. Inslead, | request the *ollowing:

* That under no circums tances should the FCC approve the industry's rating
systlem, Further, the FCC sriould accept no rating system that does not
include content informationabout programs such as V(for violence), S(for
No. of Copies rec‘d___._Q_....
List ABCDE

sexual depiction and nudity) and L(for language).
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*that the FCCrequire a VoGoip band broad enough Lhat would allow pare:

to receive more than one roting syatoem;

* That the rating icon on tha TV screen be made larger, more prominently
placed on the screen, and appear more freguently during the course of a

program;

* That the rating board be independent of the indusvry and the FCC and that

it include parents; and

* That any raling system apiproved by the FCC be evaluated by independent

research to determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity 1 comment on an issue so important to children

ard families.

Yincerely,
“ [ L. ’1 .
ZL} i L«'LV" ' /'\)3/{. '\/‘{L,l woA

K ottt



BERLIN TOWNSHIP PTA

235 GROVE AVENUE
WEST BERLIN, NJ 08091
609-767-0203
DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL
March 11, 1997 LI AL

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners

c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N'W., Room 222 »
Washington, DC 20554 |

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

We are writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Berlin Township PTA to voice our
opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not
provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information
about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World
Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what
is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content
descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV Scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so
and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

B That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about
programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language.);

B That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive
more than one rating system,;

B That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program,;

No. of Copies rec’d___@____.___
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B That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and

B That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely, %ﬁ/
<) &

Mary E. Trout
President, Berlin Twp. PTA
Berlin Township, NJ



Moreh 10, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Comrmiissioners

4 o~
/o Federal Communications Comrdssion [/OCKLTF/;'EC;“
L L; ; :‘ ~

1*17 M Street N.W., Room 222 Ve
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chailrman Hundt and Commissioners:

RI:: CS Docket No. 97-55, FOC 974

I wmwriting on behalf of the National PTA and the West virginia PTA to voice my
opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the
TV Rating lmplementation Group, on January 17, 1997. 7The rating symbol on the
Tvoncereen does not provide sufficient content informa:ion so that parents can

na' decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children.

Major surveys released this fall vhichdemonstrate overwhelming parent preference

fcr arating system that gives pi.rents information about the content of programs
were conducted by the National PIA, U.S. News and Wor ld Keport, and Media Studies
Center/Roper. Parents do not wort the TV industry to interpret what is best for
their children. Parents want to imake those choices themselves based on content
information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions

on the saeveen and publicized in periodicals that carry 1V schedul ing is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system
Pas el statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, 1 do not
be!ieve this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating

sy=stlem. Instead, | request the ‘ollowing:

* That under no circumstance« should the FCC approve the industry's rating
system. Further, the FCC siould accept no rating system that does not
include content informatioi: about programs such as /(for violence), S(for

sexual depiction and nudity) and L for language); No. of Copies rec'd
List ABCDE
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* That Lthe FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents

to reccive more than one rating system;
* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently
placed on the screen, and appear more {requently during the course of a

program;

“That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that

it include parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent

research to determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children

ard families.

Yingerely, - b




Viarch 10, 1997

Chairman Reoed Htund t and IPCC Cour i :—::&ioncl‘a;
¢, Federal Communications Commission QOCKET/://E
L
"9 MStreet NJW., Room 222 COPyOH/G//VA[

Washington, DC 20554
Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
FE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97- 34

I amwriting on behalf of the National PTA and the West Virginia PTA to voice my
opposition to the v~—chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the
TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the
TV ucreen does not provide sufficient content informetion so that parents can
muke decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children.
Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate ovewhelming parent preference
fcr arating system that gives parents information abou the content of programs
we e conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies
Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for
uooor children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content
information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions

on the sereen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’'s rating system
has met statutory requirements +,j the Telecommunications Act of 1996. 1 do not
believe this system does so and -k that the FCC not aprrove the industry rating
system. Instead, | request the following:
% That under no ¢ircums tance: should the FCC approve the industry's rating
system. Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not
include content information about programs suchas V(for violence), S(for

sexual depiction and nudits) and L{for language): No. of Copies rec'd
List ABCDE
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*That the PCC require a Vochip band broad enough that would allow parents

to receive more than one rating system;
* Thal the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently
placed on the screen, and appear more frequently Jduring the course of a

programs,

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that

it include parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent

research to determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issué so important to children

ard families.

Sincerely,

C M/M,é A Zowart
\7/ &WW 1y 2 S

S



DOCKET FiLE copy ORIGINAL

March 11, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

We are writing to voice our opposition to the V-chip rating
system as presented by Jack Valenti, chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol
on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information
so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV
programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall
which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating
system that gives parents information about the content of
programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S News and
World Report, and Media Studies Center/ Roper. Parents do not
want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children.
Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content
information about the program. Any rating system without
content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals
that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s
rating system has met statutory requirements of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system
does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating
system. Instead, we request the following:
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That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the
industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC should accept no
rating system that does not include content information about
programs such as V (for Violence), S (for sexual depiction and
nudity), and L. (for language);

That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would
allow parents to receive more that one rating system;

That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more
prominently placed on the screen, and appear more frequently
during the course of a program,;

That the rating board be independent of the industry and the
FCC and that it include parents; and

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by
independent research to determine if it meets the needs of
parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue SO
mmportant to children and families.

Sincerely,

Crystal Lake Elementary PTA
Stuart, Florida



